FORBIDDEN JOURNEY

day. Then some natives appeared out of nowhere. They
talked with Satar, the only one of us who knew their dialect.
It was not unlike Tadjik or Old Persian. The men were
not Kirghiz, and with their black beards and high bonnets,
they seemed to have come out of a Babylonian fresco.*

* Those long-headed men of white race may be the descendants of
autochthonous Aryans. They belong to the Pamir Iranian group. It is
possible that it was in the course of very early migrations they reached
Europe, where their passage was to have such a great influence on our
languages. These white races of the mountains must be mixed, for 1 often
noticed men of a very different type, stocky, with wide heads and fair or
brown hair, the homo alpinus amongst them too.
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